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A clerk of court is a ministerial officer of the court, and a judge may also serve as clerk of his or her own court. 


A clerk of court is a ministerial officer of the court, | who has charge of the clerical part of the court's business.” It is the function 
of a court clerk to keep the court's records and seal, issue process, enter judgments and orders, provide certified copies from 


the records, and the like.’ 


A clerk of court is sometimes called a "prothonotary"4 and has been described as a public officer clothed with official functions of 
a highly important nature which require performance at a high level of fidelity." The clerk belongs to the judicial, as distinguished 
from the executive or legislative, branch of government.° Accordingly, it has been held that the office of court clerk is a "judicial" 
office’ although there is also authority holding that court clerks are "quasi-judicial" 8 or "nonjudicial" officers of the judicial 


branch of government.” 


Judge or magistrate as clerk. 


Under constitutional or statutory provisions, a judge may also serve as clerk of his or her own court. ° Likewise, a chief 


magistrate may serve as clerk of the magistrate court. 11 However, it has been held that where a board of county commissioners 
has the authority to provide that the clerk of a particular court is also to serve as clerk of the magistrate court, a part-time 
magistrate who has been serving as clerk of the magistrate is not entitled to a writ of mandamus restoring him or her to that 


position. 12 
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